
Pass MTEL
Communications & Literacy

Skills Test AND Content Test
Some licenses require

additional tests and/or have
additional requirements

Massachusetts Educator Licensure
This chart is an overview of requirements that became effective in June of 2003.
It is not intended to be comprehensive.  For more detailed information, go to the
Mass DOE website, www.doe.mass.edu and the MTA website, www.massteacher.org
A more detailed chart is available on the MTA site.
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*Temporary
License

Valid for 1 year
from date of

issue: no
renewal

*Professional
License

To maintain "active"
status, one must

recertify/relicense
every five

calendar years.

*Initial
License

Valid for 5 years
of employment:

may  be renewed
one time

*Preliminary
License

Good for 5 years
of employment:

no renewal

Approved educator
preparation program. The

program must include:
1) Pre-practicum/practicum

2) Courses and seminars

1.  Induction program with mentor
2) 3 years employment under initial
3) 50 additional hours of mentoring
4) ONE of the following (a-f):

THE
GOAL

A. DOE performance
assessment

B. Approved district
based program

C. Approved master's program
in a school of education

D. Certification by National Board for
Professional Teaching Standards

E. Master's or other advanced graduate program relevant to the
discipline of the license sought; may not be in a school of education

F. For those who already hold a master's or other
advanced degree, an approved 18-credit program

* Massachusetts
Educator
Licensure

Massachusetts issues
educator licenses to

school administrators,
teachers, specialists,

and professional support
personnel.  This chart is
intended primarily for

those seeking
TEACHER licenses..

No Teacher
Preparation

Some out
of state

applicants

Completed
Teacher

Preparation


